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Artists Featured in This Lesson (in alphabetical order)

Bruce Adolphe Billie Holiday

Dave Brubeck Lena Horne

Iola Brubeck Michael Hunter Ochs

Sam Cooke Koolulam

Rabbi Menachem Creditor Abraham Liessen

Sammy Davis, Jr. Matisyahu

Bob Dylan Abel Meeropol (= Lewis Allan)

The Freedom Singers Phil Ochs

Debbie Friedman Peter, Paul, and Mary

George Gershwin Ben Platt

Ira Gershwin Meyer Posner

Jay Gorney Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II

Woody Guthrie Artie Shaw

Yip Harburg Nina Simone

Dubose Heyward Peter Yarrow

Other Featured Individuals in This Lesson

Arnie Aronson Arthur Laurents

Anne Brown Rabbi Uri Miller

John W. Bubbles Rabbi Joachim Prinz

Todd Duncan Jerome Robbins

Kenneth Goldstein Arthur Waskow

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel

https://bruceadolphe.com/full-biography
https://www.biography.com/musician/billie-holiday
https://www.davebrubeck.com/biography
https://www.biography.com/musician/lena-horne
https://www.capradio.org/music/jazz/2014/03/12/iola-brubeck-artist-collaborator-and-wife-of-jazz-great-dave-brubeck-dies/
https://michaelhunterochs.com/about
https://www.last.fm/music/Sam+Cooke/+wiki
https://www.koolulam.com/
http://rabbicreditor.blogspot.com/p/about.html
https://archives.cjh.org/repositories/7/resources/3505
http://www.sammydavis-jr.com/#!?page_id=6
https://www.jewage.org/wiki/he/Article:Matthew_Paul_Matisiyahu_(Matitiyahu_Shaul_Miller)_-_biography
https://www.biography.com/musician/bob-dylan
https://www.npr.org/2012/09/05/158933012/the-strange-story-of-the-man-behind-strange-fruit
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/sncc-freedom-singers-1962-1966/
https://www.allmusic.com/artist/phil-ochs-mn0000333634/biography
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/debbie-friedman-singing-unto-god/
https://www.songhall.org/awards/winner/Peter_Paul_Mary
https://gershwin.com/george/
https://nationaltoday.com/birthday/ben-platt/
https://www.songhall.org/profile/Ira_Gershwin
https://www.milkenarchive.org/artists/view/meyer-posner/
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1990-06-15-mn-43-story.html
https://rodgersandhammerstein.com/about/
https://www.last.fm/music/Woody+Guthrie/+wiki
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2005/01/shaw-j04.html
https://americansongwriter.com/yip-harburg-father-of-the-socially-conscious-lyric/
https://www.biography.com/musicians/nina-simone-activism
https://www.jazzstandards.com/biographies/biography_58.htm
https://www.jewage.org/wiki/ru/Article:Peter_Yarrow_-_Biography
https://jweekly.com/1998/03/06/civil-rights-proponent-arnold-aronson-dies-at-86/
https://playbill.com/article/arthur-laurents-legendary-librettist-playwright-screenwriter-and-director-dies-at-93-com-160769
https://afrovoices.com/anne-wiggins-brown-biography/
https://jewishmuseummd.pastperfectonline.com/byperson?keyword=Miller%2C+Uri+%28Rabbi%29
https://www.uniquecoloring.com/articles/john-bubbles
https://crossculturalsolidarity.com/joachim-prinz-2/
http://afrovoices.com/todd-duncan-biography/
https://www.biography.com/performer/jerome-robbins
https://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1093&context=nelc_papers
https://theshalomcenter.org/node/1008
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/abraham-joshua-heschel-a-prophets-prophet/
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Others Mentioned in This Lesson

Lee Adams

Noah Aronson

Joan Baez

Frederick Ballentine

Banot

Leonard Bernstein

Alfred Bryan

Eddie Cantor

Topper Carew

Anna Chandler

clipping.

Betty Comden and Adolph Green

Bull Connor

Kevin Deas

Daveed Diggs

Freedom Seder “rabbis” and leaders:

Hannah Arendt

Eldridge Cleaver

Henry David Thoreau

Eliyahu Gamliel

Justin Goldner 

Benny Goodman

Albert Grossman

Arlo Guthrie

Dr. Eran Halperin

Jennifer Hudson

The Klezmatics

John Legend

Cantor Alberto Mizrahi

Charlie Murphy

Maud Nathan

Joyce Carol Oates

Clifford Odets

Herman Paley

Seder Sisters:

Bella Abzug

E. M. Broner

Phyllis Chesler

Michele Landsberg

Grace Paley

Letty Cottin Pogrebin

Lilly Rivlin

Gloria Steinem

Rose Schneiderman

Pete Seeger

Marc Shaiman

Sarah Silverman

Lucille Simmons

Mamie Smith

Selina Solomons

Stephen Sondheim

Adele Stein

Charles Strouse

Jules Styne

William Tabbert

Charles Albert Tindley

Sophie Tucker

Ethel Waters

Howard Zinn

https://www.songhall.org/profile/Lee_Adams
http://www.noaharonson.com/about
https://www.biography.com/musician/joan-baez
https://www.laopera.org/about-us/artists-2/cast-members/frederick-ballentine/
https://www.ourbethel.org/2018/09/banot-beloved-melodies-beautiful-vision/
https://www.biography.com/musician/leonard-bernstein
https://www.discogs.com/artist/832784-Alfred-Bryan
https://www.allmusic.com/artist/eddie-cantor-mn0000169691/biography
https://www.thehistorymakers.org/biography/topper-carew
https://www.last.fm/music/Anna+Chandler/+wiki
https://www.allmusic.com/artist/clipping-mn0003225062/biography
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/broadway/stars/betty-comden-and-adolph-green/
http://encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1091
https://nyphil.org/about-us/artists/kevin-deas
https://www.playbill.com/person/daveed-diggs-vault-0000126579
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hannah-Arendt
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Eldridge-Cleaver
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Henry-David-Thoreau
https://socalfolkdance.org/master_teachers/gamliel_e.htm
https://peoplepill.com/people/justin-goldner
https://www.touchoftonga.com/DavidMulliss/benny-goodman.html
http://www.personalmanagershalloffame.org/albert-grossman.html
https://jewishcurrents.org/arlo
https://www.eranhalperin.com/about
https://www.last.fm/music/Jennifer+Hudson/+wiki
https://www.allmusic.com/artist/the-klezmatics-mn0000773009/biography
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Legend
https://www.milkenarchive.org/artists/view/alberto-mizrahi
https://www.whidbeylifemagazine.org/singersongwriter-and-youth-development-leader-charlie-murphy-has-died/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/maud-nathan
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/joyce-carol-oates
https://stageagent.com/writers/906/clifford-odets
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1495990/bio
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/abzug-bella
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/broner-esther-m
https://feministvoices.com/profiles/phyllis-chesler
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/landsberg-michele
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/paley-grace
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/pogrebin-letty-cottin
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/rivlin-lilly
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/steinem-gloria
https://unladylike2020.com/profile/rose-schneiderman/
https://www.songhall.org/profile/Pete_Seeger
https://www.marcshaiman.com/bio-1
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/silverman-sarah
https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/whipper-lucille-simmons/
https://blues.org/blues_hof_inductee/mamie-smith/
https://suffragistmemorial.org/selina-solomons-1862-1942/
https://www.biography.com/musician/stephen-sondheim
https://www.adelestein.com/bio
https://charlesstrouse.com/bio/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/broadway/stars/jule-styne/
http://stagedoorrecords.com/stage2410.html
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/charles-albert-tindley-1851-1933-grandfather-of-gospel-music
https://vaudeville.sites.arizona.edu/node/47
https://legacyprojectchicago.org/person/ethel-waters
https://www.howardzinn.org/about/biography/
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Recordings in This Lesson (in order of appearance in the lesson)

“Olam Chesed Yibaneh” (performed by Rabbi Menachem Creditor, Neshama Carlebach, et al)

The Gates of Justice, selections (performed by: Baltimore Choral Arts Society; Tom Hall, director;  

Dave Brubeck Trio; Kevin Deas, Baritone; Russell Gloyd, Conductor; Alberto Mizrahi, Tenor)

 � IIIb. Chorale

 � I, “Lord, The Heavens Cannot Contain Thee”

 � IIIa, “Open the Gates”

 � IVa, “Except the Lord Build the House”

 � IX, “How Glorious is Thy Name”

 � XI. His Truth Is a Shield

 � XII. Oh Come, Let Us Sing a New Song

Isaiah 58:5–8 (performed by Cantor David Berger)

“She’s Good Enough to Be Your Baby’s Mother and She’s Good Enough to Vote with You” 

(performed by Anna Chandler)

”Der Arbeter Himnen” (Performed by Robert Abelson, Baritone; Russ Ashley, Bass; Robert Bloch, Tenor; 

Amy Goldstein, Soprano; Richard Kosowski, Tenor; Zalmen Mlotek, Piano; Elizabeth Shammash,  

Mezzo-soprano)

“Blowin’ in the Wind”

 � Performed by Peter, Paul and Mary (at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom)

 � Performed by Peter, Paul and Mary (recorded version)

 � Performed by Odetta (recorded version)

 � Performed by Lena Horne (recorded version)

 � Performed by Stevie Wonder (recorded version)

 � Performed by Sam Cooke (live)

“Eretz Zavat Chalav” (performed by Nina Simone)

”A Change Is Gonna Come” (performed by Sam Cooke)

“When the Ship Comes In”

 � Performed by Bob Dylan (at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom)

 � Performed by Peter, Paul and Mary (Newport Folk Festival)

 � Performed by Arlo Guthrie (recorded version)

“We Shall Overcome” (performed by The Freedom Singers)

”Miriam’s Song” (performed by Debbie Friedman)

“Freedom (Mi Chamocha)” (performed by Cantor Shira Ginsburg with Michael Hunter Ochs)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dpiis9s3DQY
https://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/swing-his-praises/work/the-gates-of-justice/
https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxBxqjTYPwxV3LbtvDMuJT3M-4MhvPr2Km
https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxSi0vPcXQvXTc6gVKASylhtO4q7uyTdfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFih1Q8YMe8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8-gkbW7yIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DJsYcc3daI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lM38cDfSeNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWUFgphWmD8&t=13s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFbNa_37D-s
https://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/third-seder-of-the-arbeter-ring/
https://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/third-seder-of-the-arbeter-ring/
https://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/third-seder-of-the-arbeter-ring/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9mdxSM19d4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfrG6_TvTQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpVVH_UpBcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiPtyvN3fag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8q1I9f1l4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBDdLgBO0Nw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBAAkJyEhlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBAAkJyEhlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBAAkJyEhlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEBlaMOmKV4
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=533261071243736
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ObrbC1ccOv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIYCBoEOJq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrpmwWG2fC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZdSEsZ8bMo&list=RDQZdSEsZ8bMo&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EScfNvsu_Kg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EScfNvsu_Kg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EScfNvsu_Kg
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Somewhere (from the Broadway show West Side Story; performed by Ben Platt)

It Ain’t Necessarily So (from the opera Porgy and Bess; performed by Frederick Ballentine)

“Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?” (from the Broadway revue, Americana)

 � Bing Crosby

 � Peter Yarrow

 � The Con Men

“No More” (from the Broadway show, Golden Boy)

 � Sammy Davis, Jr., and the original cast (audio)

 � 2007 Carnegie-Mellon production (video)

“Now” (performed by Lena Horne)

“You’ve Got to Be Carefully Taught” (from the Broadway show, South Pacific)

 � William Tabbert, accompanied by Richard Rodgers; introduced by Oscar Hammerstein II

 � Asia Society performance (featuring Kessay Chan and Ivy Hung)

“Strange Fruit”

 � Billie Holiday

 � John Legend

“Here’s to the State of Mississippi” (performed by Phil Ochs)

“That’s a Fine Kind O’ Freedom” (performed by Barbra Streisand)

“The Eagle and Me” (performed by Lena Horne)

“Long Ago, Far Away” (performed by Bob Dylan)

I Will Not Remain Silent, II. America During the Civil Rights Movement (performed by the IRIS Orchestra; 

Michael Stern, conductor)

“I Know Where I’ve Been” (from the Broadway show Hairspray, performed by Jennifer Hudson)

“Go Down, Moses” (performed by Alan Eder and Friends)

“Chapter 319” (performed by clipping.)

“Mermaid’s Avenue” (performed by the Klezmatics)

“Light is Returning/Banu Choshech” (performed by Noah Aronson and Banot)

“One Day” (performed by Koolulam)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qb1moMg-Bcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EidzDNe09w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eih67rlGNhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7haqAQn94k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6RW4-MnZmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksOQevcqQAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jg6oT7P3xfE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4uNbsaHQQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAls_gUhlQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R77sesKfKMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHGAMjwr_j8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMYExWcv7Gw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7fgB0m_y2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdYKt0quFuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kw3VTF7s-aE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhJNKn1TGMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1Qg_eLDx-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1Qg_eLDx-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frhoYhiPuRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpYqADukJj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oe2-xJDVdzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZfhHG5hovk
https://youtu.be/MaTCaWV3x9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqvKDCP5-xE
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Topics in This Lesson

[NOTE: The links below are found at various points within the lesson. In preparing to teach 

Tzedek, Tzedek (Tashir v’) Tirdof instructors might make note of which topics and themes might be  

most useful, engaging, and relevant for their particular cohort and so ensure some activity around it 

(often, a discussion or a pair share), whether featured or not.]

The Prophetic Voice

 � “What Is the Haftarah, and Why Do We Read It?” (Rabbi Peretz Rodman, My Jewish Learning)

 � “Micah the Prophet” (Hans Walter Wolff, Micah the Prophet, Fortress Press, 1981, reprinted in  

My Jewish Learning)

Protests — Types and Effectiveness

 � “198 Methods of Nonviolent Action” (editors, Albert Einstein Institution)

 � ”What Kinds of Protests Actually Work?” (Eric Shuman and Dr. Eran Halperin, Psychology Today; 

November 21, 2020)

Protests — Historic Moments (Featured)

 � “Marching for the Vote: Remembering the Woman Suffrage Parade of 1913” (editors, Library of 

Congress Research Guides)

 � “March on Washington” (editors, HIstory.com; Oct. 29, 2009, updated Jan. 11, 2022)

 � “Warsaw Ghetto Uprising” (editors, Holocaust Encyclopedia, United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum; May 6, 2021)

 � “The Lynching of Thomas Shipp and Abram Smith, 1930” (Rare Historical Photos)

 � “Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy of Racial Terror” (Equal Justice Initiative, 

third edition, 2017)

 � “Civics For Change: Freedom Summer 1964” (Mo Banks, The Andrew Goodman Foundation;  

June 17, 2022)

 � “Freedom Summer” (Stanley Nelson, video, American Experience, Season 26: Episode 6, World 

Channel; June 24, 2014)

Protests — Historic Moments (Mentioned)

 � “Uprising of 20,000 (1909)” (Tony Michels, Shalvi/Hyman Encyclopedia of Jewish Women. Jewish 

Women’s Archive; December 31, 1999)

 � “Birmingham Campaign” (editors, Martin Luther King, Jr. Encyclopedia, The Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Research and Education Institute, Stanford University)

 � “Martin Luther King Jr.’s Assassination Sparked Uprisings in Cities Across America” 

(Lorraine Boissoneault, Smithsonian Magazine; April 4, 2018)

 � “Triangle History” (editors, Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial, 2018)

 � “Unrest in Virginia” (Andrew Katz, Time, photo-essay)

 � “Protests at Democratic National Convention in Chicago” (editors, History.com; July 21, 2010, 

updated January 11, 2023)

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/haftarah/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/micah/
https://www.aeinstein.org/nonviolentaction/198-methods-of-nonviolent-action/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-psychology-intergroup-conflict-and-reconciliation/202011/what-kinds-protests-actually-work
https://guides.loc.gov/american-women-essays/marching-for-the-vote
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/march-on-washington
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/warsaw-ghetto-uprising
https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/lynching-thomas-shipp-abram-smith-1930/
https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/report/
https://andrewgoodman.org/news-list/civics-for-change-freedom-summer-1964/
https://andrewgoodman.org/news-list/civics-for-change-freedom-summer-1964/
https://worldchannel.org/episode/american-experience-freedom-summer/
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/uprising-of-20000-1909
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/uprising-of-20000-1909
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/birmingham-campaign
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/martin-luther-king-jrs-assassination-sparked-uprisings-cities-across-america-180968665/
https://trianglememorial.org/triangle-history/
https://time.com/charlottesville-white-nationalist-rally-clashes/
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/protests-at-democratic-national-convention-in-chicago
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 � “Chicago Seven Trial” (John R. Vile, The First Amendment Encyclopedia, The John Seigenthaler 

Chair of Excellence in First Amendment Studies, The Free Speech Center, Middle Tennessee State 

University, 2009)

 � “Michael Brown is killed by a police officer in Ferguson, Missouri” (editors, History.com; August 6, 

2020, updated August 8, 2022)

Organizations for Change

 � “The Workmen’s Circle” (Jonah Weinstein, Mapping Yiddish New York, Columbia Jewish Studies; 

May 11, 2016)

 � “About Us” (The Workers Circle, 2020)

 � “National Women’s Trade Union League (NWTUL)” (editors, Social Welfare History Project, 

Virginia Commonwealth University Libraries)

 � “The National Woman Suffrage Association and the American Woman Suffrage Association” 

(editors, American History USA)

 � “Our History” (The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, Civilrights.org)

 � “About Us” (Operation Respect)

 � “Guide to the Woman’s Institute for Continuing Jewish Education Collection” (Online Archives of 

California [OAC])

 � “History of Marlene Meyerson JCC” (editors, Marlene Meyerson JCC)

 � “Founding of Ma’yan, Home for Young Women’s Resources” (Ma’yan, July 1, 1993; on Jewish 

Women’s Archives)

 � “About” (Congress of Racial Equality)

 � “SCLC History” (Southern Christian Leadership Conference)

 � “SNCC” [Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee] (editors, History.com; November 12, 2009, 

updated April 24, 2021)

 � “About EJI” (Equal Justice Initiative)

Landmark Legislation

 � “The Civil Rights Act of 1957” (editors, History, Art & Archives, United States House of 

Representatives, history.house.gov)

 � “Landmark Legislation: The Civil Rights Act of 1964” (Art & History, United States Senate,  

senate.gov)

 � “The Senate Passes the Voting Rights Act” (Art & History, United States Senate, senate.gov)

 � “Fair Housing Act” (editors, History.com; January 27, 2010, updated January 28, 2021)

 � “What an anti-lynching law means in 2022” [re: The Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act]  

(Fabiola Cineas, Vox; March 29, 2022)

Documents and Speeches

 � “I Have a Dream” (transcript, Archival Research Catalog, archives.gov)

 � “Official Program for the March on Washington (1963)” (National Archives, archives.gov)

 � “I Have a Dream: Martin Luther King Jr.’s Biblical Prophetic Speech” (Prof. Marc Zvi Brettler, 

TheTorah.com; January 12, 2022, updated December 18, 2022)

https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1043/chicago-seven-trial
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/michael-brown-killed-by-police-ferguson-mo
https://jewishstudiescolumbia.com/myny/places/the-workmens-circle/
https://www.circle.org/about-us
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/organizations/labor/national-womens-trade-union-league/
https://www.americanhistoryusa.com/national-woman-suffrage-association-and-american-woman-suffrage-association/
https://civilrights.org/about/history/
https://operationrespect.org/about-us/
https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/kt1h4nf1rx/
https://mmjccm.org/about/history
https://jwa.org/thisweek/jul/01/1993/this-week-in-history-founding-of-ma-yan-home-for-young-women-s-resources
https://www.thecongressofracialequality.org/about.html
https://nationalsclc.org/about/history/
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/sncc
https://eji.org/about/
https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1951-2000/The-Civil-Rights-Act-of-1957/
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/CivilRightsAct1964.htm
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/minute/Senate_Passes_Voting_Rights_Act.htm
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/fair-housing-act
https://www.vox.com/22995013/anti-lynching-act-emmett-till
https://www.archives.gov/files/social-media/transcripts/transcript-march-pt3-of-3-2602934.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/official-program-for-the-march-on-washington
https://www.thetorah.com/article/i-have-a-dream-martin-luther-king-jrs-biblical-prophetic-speech
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 � “The Problem of Silence: Rabbi Joachim Prinz Speech at the March on Washington  

(The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives, AmericanJewishArchives.org)

 � “Joachim Prinz, March on Washington, 1963” (video of Rabbi Prinz’ speech, YouTube.com)

 � “Prayer on the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom” (Rabbi Uri Miller, Open Siddur 

Project)

 � “Rabbi Uri Miller, August 28, 1963” (Video of Rabbi Miller offering prayer at the March on 

Washington for Jobs and Freedom, YouTube.com)

 � “George Washington’s Letter to the Hebrew Congregation at Newport” (Edited and Introduced by 

Sarah Morgan Smith, Ellen Deitz Tucker, and David Tucker; Teaching American History)

Music and Justice

 � “Lesson 1: “If I Had a Hammer” Theme Song” (editors, Operation Respect)

 � “Where Have All the Flowers Gone” (Robert B. Waltz and David G. Engle, Traditional Ballad Index 

of Folk Songs from the English-Speaking World at Folklore, University of California, Fresno)

 � “‘Blowin’ In The Wind’ Still Asks The Hard Questions” (editors, National Public Radio, with video; 

October 21, 2000)

 � “Soul Music Guide: History and Sounds of Soul Music” (editors, MasterClass; June 7, 2021)

 � “On the Recording Registry: ‘A Change is Gonna Come’ (1964)” (B.G. Rhule, Library of Congress)

 � “‘Keep Your Eyes on the Prize’: A Civil Rights Movement Anthem” (Kim Ruehl, LiveAbout;  

March 11, 2019)

 � “‘When the ship comes in’: Bob Dylan as a prophet of vengeance and a better life to come”  

(Tony Attwood, Untold Dylan, bob-dylan.org; December 24, 2008)

 � “Timeless Power of ‘The Threepenny Opera’” (Lisa Robinson, The Juilliard Journal, December 

2009–January 2010)

 � “We Shall Overcome: The story behind the song” (editors, The Kennedy Center)

Passover and Protest

 � “The Passover (Pesach) Seder” (editors, My Jewish Learning)

 � “The Haggadah: What’s inside the book that serves as guide, script and liturgy of the Passover 

seder.” (Jamie Rubin, My Jewish Learning)

 � “In Freedom Seder, Jews And African-Americans Built A Tradition Together” (Deena Prichep,  

Code Switch, National Public Radio; April 4, 2015; video embedded)

 � “What Does ‘Dayenu’ Mean Today?” (Rabbi Joshua Ratner, Rabbis without Borders,  

My Jewish Learning; April 4, 2014)

 � “From Jewish Radical to Radical Jew” (Shaul Magid, Tablet; March 24, 2021)

 � “The Freedom Seder Passover Haggadah for the Earth” (Rabbi Arthur Waskow,  

The Shalom Center, 2014, on The Open Siddur Project)

 � “Sisters’ Seders Spread Message of Liberation” (Louise Bernikow, Women’s Enews; April 1, 2008)

 � “Cup of Elijah” (editors, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism)

 � “Miriam’s Cup: A Modern Feminist Symbol” (Rabbi Tamara Cohen, My Jewish Learning)

https://www.americanjewisharchives.org/snapshots/the-problem-of-silence-rabbi-joachim-prinz-speech-at-the-march-on-washington/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIJ0Pr7JBY8
https://opensiddur.org/prayers/civic-calendar/united-states/mlk-jr-day/prayer-march-washington-jobs-freedom-rabbi-uri-miller-august-28-1963/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTOoxZRUt_I
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/letter-to-the-hebrew-congregation-at-newport/
https://operationrespect.org/theme-4-celebrating-diversity/lesson-1-if-i-had-a-hammer-theme-song/
https://www.fresnostate.edu/folklore/ballads/DTwherfl.html
https://www.npr.org/2000/10/21/1112840/blowin-in-the-wind
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/soul-music-guide
https://blogs.loc.gov/now-see-hear/2021/02/on-the-recording-registry-a-change-is-gonna-come-1964/
https://www.liveabout.com/keep-your-eyes-on-the-prize-traditional-1322503
https://bob-dylan.org.uk/archives/43
http://journal.juilliard.edu/journal/timeless-power-threepenny-opera
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/media-and-interactives/media/music/story-behind-the-song/the-story-behind-the-song/we-shall-overcome/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-passover-pesach-seder/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-haggadah/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-haggadah/
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2015/04/04/397323302/in-freedom-seder-jews-and-african-americans-built-a-tradition-together
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/2014/04/01/what-does-dayenu-mean-today/
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/holidays/articles/arthur-waskow-freedom-seder
https://opensiddur.org/?p=8852
https://opensiddur.org/?p=8852
https://opensiddur.org/?p=8852
https://opensiddur.org/?p=8852
https://womensenews.org/2008/04/sisters-seders-spread-messages-liberation/
https://rac.org/cup-elijah
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/miriams-cup/
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 � “Seder Sisters: Jewish Women Observe Passover By Taking On Patriarchy, Militarism, and 

Occupation” (Democracy Now; April 2, 2002)

 � “Evolution of the Feminist Seder” (Deborah Nussbaum Cohen, Jewish Telegraphic Agency;  

April 14, 2000)

Social Justice Programs and Projects

 � “Jubilee Debt Campaign” (Staff, Participedia; July 27, 2020; adapted from “Linking Participation and 

Economic Advancement,” a 2017–2019 research project of the Institute of Development Studies)

 � “About the Race Card Project” (Michelle Norris, theracecardproject.com)

 � “What is the Underground Railroad?” (Staff, National Park Service; July 22, 2022)

Music — Styles and Forms

 � “Improvisation and Chazzanut” (Scott Tepper, The Times of Israel, The Blogs; April 23, 2022

 � “Barbershop Music Guide: History of a Capella Vocal Harmony” (staff, MasterClass; June 23, 2021)

 � “What Was the Folk Revival?” (Paul D. Race, If the Creek Don’t Rise, 2016)

 � “Klezmer Music” (Marsha B. Edelman, My Jewish Learning, excerpted from Discovering Jewish 

Music, Jewish Publication Society, 2003, pp. 270–278)

 � “Revue” (editors, Encyclopaedia Britannica; July 20, 1998, September 23, 2019)

Institutions and Organizations

 � “Lincoln Congregational Temple United Church of Christ” (editors, DC Historic Sites,  

DC Preservation League)

 � “Mission, Yeshivah of Flatbush” (editors, Yeshivah of Flatbush)

 � “John Birch Society” (editors, Spartacus Educational)

 � “Metropolitan Opera” (editors, Encyclopaedia Brittanica; July 20, 1998, last updated May 2, 2022)

 � “New York City Opera” (NYC — The Complete Arts Guide, WNET)

 � “Inside Café Society: NYC’s First Integrated Nightclub” (Sharon M. Hannon, Please Kill Me: This Is 

What’s Cool; December 21, 2021)

 � “Milt Gabler and The Commodore Records Story” (Riverwalk Jazz, Program 156, Stanford 

University, The Stanford Archive of Recorded Sound, The Jim Cullum Riverwalk Jazz Collection, 

based on script by Margaret Moos Pick, 2006)

 � “Cotton Club: The Staple Of Black Talent In The Harlem Renaissance” (Samantha King, NYS Music; 

June 8, 2021)

Combating Prejudice

 � “How to Overcome Prejudice and Live Without Bias” (Katherine Laidlow, Reader’s Digest;  

June 2, 2020)

 � “The Top 10 Strategies for Reducing Prejudice” (Rodolfo Mendoza-Denton, Greater Good 

Magazine, Science-Based Insights for a Meaningful Life; January 3, 2011)

https://www.democracynow.org/2002/4/2/seder_sisters_jewish_women_observe_passover
https://www.democracynow.org/2002/4/2/seder_sisters_jewish_women_observe_passover
https://www.democracynow.org/2002/4/2/seder_sisters_jewish_women_observe_passover
https://www.jta.org/2000/04/14/ny/evolution-of-the-feminist-seder
https://participedia.net/case/5519
https://theracecardproject.com/about-the-race-card-project/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/undergroundrailroad/what-is-the-underground-railroad.htm
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/improvisation-and-chazzanut/
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/barbershop-music-guide
https://creekdontrise.com/folk_songs/folk_rev/what_is_folk_rev.htm
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/klezmer-music/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/klezmer-music/
https://www.britannica.com/art/revue
https://historicsites.dcpreservation.org/items/show/330
https://www.flatbush.org/about_us/who_we_are
https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKbirchS.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Metropolitan-Opera-Association/additional-info#history
https://www.nyc-arts.org/organizations/2481/new-york-city-opera
https://pleasekillme.com/cafe-society-nyc/
https://riverwalkjazz.stanford.edu/program/milt-gabler-and-commodore-records-story
https://nysmusic.com/2021/06/08/the-cotton-club-the-staple-of-black-talent-in-the-harlem-renaissance/
https://www.readersdigest.ca/health/healthy-living/how-to-battle-prejudice/
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/top_10_strategies_for_reducing_prejudice
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Performance and Overcoming Prejudice

 � “Leonard Bernstein, Jerome Robbins, and the Road to West Side Story” (Laura Jacobs, Vanity Fair; 

January 3, 2018)

 � “The Complicated Life of Porgy and Bess” (James Standifer, Humanities 18:6 [November–

December, 1997], National Endowment for the Humanities)

 � “A new ‘Porgy and Bess’ raises old questions about race and opera” (Soraya Nadia McDonald, 

Andscape; October 7, 2019)

 � “Porgy’s Long Journey” (Anthony Tusler, New Mobility; October 1, 2012)

 � “The ‘Jewface’ debate about casting non-Jews as Jews betrays an Ashkenazi bias” (MaNishtana 

[Rabbi Shais Rishon], Jewish Telegraphic Agency; October 13, 2021)

 � “Broadway Answers Selma (1965)” (Matt Howe, Barbra Archives)

 � “Six Words: ‘You’ve Got To Be Taught’ Intolerance” (Michelle Norris, National Public Radio,  

Special Series Collection: The Race Card Project; May 19, 2014)

 � “How Benny Goodman Orchestrated ‘The Most Important Concert in Jazz History’” (National 
Public Radio, All Things Considered, with audio; January 16, 2018, updated January 17, 2018)

 � “Artie Shaw: Artie Shaw: Classic Bluebird And Victor Sessions” (Samuel Chell, All About Jazz; 

January 26, 2010)

 � “Racism in Cultural Representation and the Media” (staff, Hive Learning, Inclusion Works, Diversity 

and Inclusion)

On Specific Musical Works

 � “Why Is Debbie Friedman’s ‘Miriam’s Song’ Such a Banger?” (Molly Tolsky, Hey Alma; April 17, 2019)

 � “Holly Near on the story behind ‘Singing For Our Lives’” (video and transcript, American Masters, 

Season 33, Episode 4. Public Broadcasting Service; February 28, 2019)

 � “Dave and Iola Brubeck: Complete Oral History” [On The Gates of Justice] (Interview by  

Eugenia Zukerman. Milken Archive Oral History Project; September 23, 2003)

 � “Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? The Story Behind the Song” (Staff, The Kennedy Center)

 � “Hava Nagila’s Long, Strange Trip” (Dr. James Loeffler, My Jewish Learning)

 � “‘Strange Fruit’ — Billie Holiday (1939)” (Cary O’Dell, Library of Congress, National Recording 

Preservation Board, National Recording Registry, pdf, 2002)

 � Strange Fruit (documentary film, Joel Katz, 2002, YouTube)

 � “About ‘Here’s to the State of Mississippi’” (editors, Lyrics.com)

 � “Hairspray Live: About the Show” (staff, nbc.com)

On Artists

 � “‘If It Wasn’t for the Irish and the Jews’ Irish and Jewish Influences on the Music of Vaudeville and 

Tin Pan Alley” (video of lecture, Dr. Mick Moloney of New York University, Benjamin A. Botkin 

Folklife Lecture Series; December 1, 2009)

 � “Even As a Christian, Bob Dylan Was a Jew.” (Eric Alterman, Foreign Policy; October 18, 2016)

 � “All the Jewish Things You Want to Know about Ben Platt” (staff, Unpacked; June 13, 2022)

 � “George Gershwin’s Jewish Music” (Saul Jay Singer, The Jewish Press; November 13, 2019)

https://www.vanityfair.com/style/2018/01/leonard-bernstein-jerome-robbins-and-the-road-to-west-side-story
https://www.vanityfair.com/style/2018/01/leonard-bernstein-jerome-robbins-and-the-road-to-west-side-story
https://www.vanityfair.com/style/2018/01/leonard-bernstein-jerome-robbins-and-the-road-to-west-side-story
https://web.archive.org/web/20050211025941/https://www.neh.gov/news/humanities/1997-11/porgy.html
https://andscape.com/features/a-new-porgy-and-bess-metropolitan-opera-raises-old-questions-about-race-and-opera/
http://newmobility.com/porgys-long-journey/
https://www.jta.org/2021/10/13/opinion/the-jewface-debate-about-casting-non-jews-as-jews-betrays-an-ashkenazi-bias
https://www.barbra-archives.info/broadway-answers-selma-1965
https://www.npr.org/2014/05/19/308296815/six-words-youve-got-to-be-taught-intolerance
https://www.npr.org/2018/01/16/578312844/how-benny-goodman-orchestrated-the-most-important-concert-in-jazz-history#:~:text=Press%2FGetty%20Images-,Clarinetist%20and%20band%20leader%20Benny%20Goodman%2C%20photographed%20in%201959%2C%20made,in%20Carnegie%20Hall%20in%201938.
https://www.allaboutjazz.com/artie-shaw-classic-bluebird-and-victor-sessions-by-samuel-chell
https://www.hivelearning.com/site/resource/diversity-inclusion/racism-in-cultural-representation-and-the-media/
https://www.heyalma.com/why-is-debbie-friedmans-miriams-song-such-a-banger/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/american-masters-holly-near-singing-for-our-lives-holly-near-on-the-story-behind-singing-for-our-lives/11051/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCa5FozMIug&t=1661s
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/media-and-interactives/media/music/story-behind-the-song/the-story-behind-the-song/brother-can-you-spare-a-dime/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/hava-nagilas-long-strange-trip/
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/national-recording-preservation-board/documents/StrangeFruit.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKvbIvalmDc
https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/2832066/Phil+Ochs/Here%27s+to+the+State+of+Mississippi
https://www.nbc.com/hairspray-live/about
https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.200196501
https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.200196501
https://foreignpolicy.com/2016/10/18/even-as-a-christian-bob-dylan-was-a-jew/
https://jewishunpacked.com/all-the-jewish-things-you-want-to-know-about-ben-platt/
https://www.jewishpress.com/sections/features/features-on-jewish-world/george-gershwins-jewish-music/2019/11/13/
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 � “Reconsidering the Piano Legacy of Dave Brubeck, in a Deep Dive Centennial Special”  

(Lewis Porter, WGBO; February 20, 2020)

 � “Jews & Musical Theater” (Michael Billig, Rock ‘N Roll Jews (excerpt), Nottingham: Five Leaves 

Publications, 2003; reprinted on My Jewish Learning)

 � “Sammy Davis, Jr.’s Conversion Mishegoss” (Matthew Wills, JSTOR Daily; May 9, 2022)

 � “Sammy Davis Jr.’s daughter understood her father’s commitment to Judaism” (Benjamin Ivry, 

Forward; November 20, 2020)

 � “The Strange Story of the Man Behind ‘Strange Fruit’” (Elizabeth Blair, National Public Radio; 

September 5, 2012)

 � “Remembering Phil Ochs, the Other Great Jewish Folksinger of the ’60s” (J.J. Goldberg, Forward, 

with videos; April 10, 2016)

Other History, Language, and Culture

 � “Yiddish: Language, Culture and Memory from the late 19th century to the present”  

(Professor Simon Perego, Institut National des Langues et Cultures Orientales [Paris], Transatlantic 

Cultures; April, 2022)

 � “Agent Orange” (editors, History.com; August 2, 2011, updated May 16, 2019)

 � “Gullah Culture” (editors, Visit Beaumont, with video)

 � “Jewish Troublemakers in America, Part 1” (Lawrence Bush, Jewish Currents; February 11, 2015)

 � “The Great Depression: Overview, Causes, and Effects” (Troy Segal, Investopedia;  

September 25, 2022)

 � “Red Scare” (editors, History.com; June 1, 2010, updated February 28, 2020)

 � “Jewish Radicalism and the Red Scare: Introductory Essay” (Lori Shaller and Judith Rosenbaum, 

Jewish Women’s Archive)

Miscellaneous

 � “Types of Justice” (Michelle Maiese, in Burgess, Guy and Heidi Burgess, eds. Beyond Intractability. 

Conflict Information Consortium, University of Colorado, 2003, updated July, 2020)

 � “Courage of Conscience Awards” (editors, The Peace Abbey Foundation)

 � “MLK Day of Service” (United States Department of the Interior)

 � “Ed Sullivan Show, The (Toast of the Town)” (editors, Nostalgia Central)

 � “How this iconic Yiddish song became an anthem for Black Americans” (re: “Eli, Eli” by  

Arielle Kaplan, Cleveland Jewish News [originally from Jewish Telegraphic Agency]; June 17, 2020, 

updated June 19, 2020)
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Study Texts and Additional Learning Material

[NOTE: The texts below are highlighted in the Lesson. When choosing which of the following to 

include, the instructor should consider sharing the text(s) with their students by including them on the 

Student Worksheet.]

II. C. March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom (August 28, 1963) 
Rabbi Joachim Prinz, Speech at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom (excerpt)

[NOTE: See Lesson Plan, Part 1, p. 12.]

As Jews we bring to this great demonstration, in which thousands of us proudly participate, a 

two-fold experience — one of the spirit and one of our history.

In the realm of the spirit, our fathers taught us thousands of years ago that when God created 

man, He created him as everybody’s neighbor. Neighbor is not a geographic term. It is a moral 

concept. It means our collective responsibility for the preservation of man’s dignity and integrity.

From our Jewish historic experience of three and a half thousand years we say: Our ancient 

history began with slavery and the yearning for freedom. During the Middle Ages my people lived 

for a thousand years in the ghettos of Europe. Our modern history begins with a proclamation of 

emancipation.

It is for these reasons that it is not merely sympathy and compassion for the Black people of 

America that motivates us. It is above all and beyond all such sympathies and emotions a sense of 

complete identification and solidarity born of our own painful historic experience.
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II. C. March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom (August 28, 1963) 
Rabbi Uri Miller, Prayer Offered at the March on Washington (excerpt)

[NOTE: See Lesson Plan, Part 1, p. 16.]

…Thou hast endowed all men equally with the right to life,

to liberty, and to the pursuit of happiness.

Enable us, through this demonstration, to sensitize all Americans — 

and especially those in positions of power and authority — 

to this concept of equality.

…May we understand that he who discriminates is as morally hurt

as the one who is discriminated against is physically hurt;

that he who is prejudiced may injure the object of his prejudice,

but he also degrades the society of which he is part.

Above all, we pray we may become cognizant in ever-increasing measure

that our religious ideals must be fulfilled in actual living experience;

our traditions must be given flesh in the form of social justice, now.

…May we demonstrate our gratitude

for the blessed privilege of living under the Stars and Stripes

by giving “to bigotry no sanction, to persecution, no assistance.”

Banish hatred, pride, and arrogance from our midst,

and inspire us to do justice, to love mercy, and walk humbly with Thee….

III. B. The Freedom Seder 
Arthur Waskow, The Freedom Seder (excerpt #1, from the end of the “Dayyeinu” section)

[NOTE: See Lesson Plan, Part 1, p. 20.]

How much then are we duty bound to struggle, work, share, give, think, plan, feel, organize, 

sit-in, speak out, dream, hope, and be on behalf of Mankind! For we must end the genocide 

[in Vietnam], stop the bloody wars that are killing men and women as we sit here, disarm the 

nations of the deadly weapons that threaten to destroy us all, end the poisoning of our planet, 

make sure that no one starves, stop police brutality…free the poets from their prisons…and 

encourage and aid us to love one another and share in the human fraternity. All these!

For, as is said, “They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. But they shall 

sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and none shall make them afraid, for the 

mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken… [NOTE: From Waskow, Arthur I. The Freedom Seder:  

A New Haggadah for Passover. New York: Holt/Rinehart/Winston, 1970, p. 26.]
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III. B. The Freedom Seder 
Arthur Waskow, The Freedom Seder (excerpt #2, preceding “We Shall Overcome”)

[NOTE: See Lesson Plan, Part 1, p. 21.]

Brothers and sisters, we have been remembering our slavery and our liberation. But just as it was 

we, not our ancestors only, who were liberated in Egypt, so it is we, not our ancestors only, who 

live in slavery. Our slavery is not over, and our liberation is not complete. The task of liberation is 

long, and it is work that we ourselves must do…As the Talmud tells us, we, like Moses and MLK, 

may not live to complete the task; but neither may we refrain from beginning. If not now, when? 

We are about to eat; may our dinner give us strength for the work ahead! We are about to drink; 

may our wine give us joy for the work ahead! [NOTE: from Waskow, op cit., p. 35.]

III. D. The Liberation Seder

[NOTE: See the Lesson Plan, Part 1, page 22, for the Note under III. C. Seder Sister: The Story of the 

Women’s Seder on the use of this additional learning material.]

The LGBTQ+ community was starting to make major progress in the 1980’s. In the Jewish world, 

Reconstructionist Judaism became the first branch to ordain openly gay and lesbian rabbis and cantors 

in 1984. The first memorial to gay holocaust victims opened in 1985.

Outside of the Jewish world, the American Psychiatric Association dropped “ego-dystonic 

homosexuality” from the revised DSM in 1987 (The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 

known as the DSM-III-R). The World Health Organization would concur in dropping the idea that 

homosexuality was an illness in 1990. More public figures were sharing their sexual orientation with 

the public. Nonetheless, in 1986, the U.S. Supreme Court, in Bowers v. Hardwick, ruled that the right of 

privacy does not apply to same-gender intimacy.

Meanwhile, the AIDS/HIV epidemic burgeoned. By 1995, one in every nine gay men had been diagnosed 

with AIDS/HIV, one in fifteen diagnosed with AIDS/HIV had died, and 10% of the 1.6 million men aged 

25–44 who were openly gay had died. This cohort was decimated.

In that year and in that backdrop, the JCC of Manhattan held its first Liberation Seder. The drafting 

committee included LGBTQ+-identified Jews as well as parents of LGBTQ+ Jews. They represented 

Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, Reconstructionist, secular, and independent Jews. It incorporated 

snippets of personal narratives from the community.

The liturgy itself took the model of the Freedom Seder and the Women’s Seder. All the liturgy was 

interpreted in the light of the experience of LGBTQ+ Jews and their loved ones. For example, each of 

the four cups represented a different facet of the LGBTQ+ experience: the cup of discovery, the cup of 

choice, the cup of acceptance and inclusion, and the cup of freedom.

Like the Women’s Seder, LGBTQ+ liberation s’darim also reinterpreted the seder symbols.

The MATZAH symbolizes the dryness of life in the closet, the flatness of isolation, the brittleness 

of living a lie and hiding who we and our children, parents, and loved ones are.

The EGG symbolizes the wholeness we feel when we are included, and the sustenance we receive 

when our families, communities and faith support us.
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The SHANKBONE symbolizes our spiritual “bones.” Our skeletons hold us upright. We need 

uprightness of spirit in the face of oppression. The shankbone also reminds us of the sacrificial 

lamb. Many of us have sacrificed and have been sacrificed in too many ways, physically, 

emotionally and spiritually.

The MAROR symbolizes the pain of exile from our families, community and faith. It reminds us of 

the bitterness of being regarded as less than whole or holy.

The KARPAS symbolizes the hope twice dipped in the tears of our estrangement. The surprise 

of green in spring reminds us that the human spirit is indomitable and, even in the face of 

oppression, can blossom.

The CHAROSET symbolizes the mortar made from oppression that creates community. This 

mortar becomes power as we work together to build a world that will support and cherish each 

of us.

[NOTE: From A Liberation Haggadah for Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Jews and Their Loved 

Ones. New York: The Jewish Community Center on the Upper West Side, 1996, p. 2]

DISCUSS:

 What in this reinterpretation of the seder symbols resonates most for you?

 Which is most surprising?

 Which is the most creative?

While no new music was composed for these early LGBTQ+ s’darim, they incorporated music from 

outside the traditional seder experience.

SONG: “Singing for Our Lives” by Holly Near

When Harvey Milk was elected to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, he was the first openly gay 

man elected to public office in the state of California. So it was devastating to the LGBTQ+ community 

when he was murdered on November 27, 1978 (along with Mayor George Moscone). Some 40,000 

people spontaneously showed up to a vigil on hearing the news. Singer-songwriter (and actress) 

Holly Near wrote the song on the way to the vigil, where she first performed it. [NOTE: For a brief history 

of the song, see this video.] It has remained a part of the LGBTQ+ canon ever since. This protest song 

does not protest anything specific; it merely affirms.

PLAY: “Singing for Our Lives”  by Holly Near

Legacy of the Liberation Seder

In the LGBTQ+ Jewish community liberation s’darim are still held; yet, in some communities these s’darim 

are held during LGBTQ+ Pride Week in local communities (often during the month of June). For some, 

holding a seder then can highlight Jewish contributions and hopes for LGBTQ+ struggles. It can also be 

easier to promote an interfaith seder, limiting the time, cost, and energy associated with holding a seder 

during Passover itself.

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/american-masters-holly-near-singing-for-our-lives-holly-near-on-the-story-behind-singing-for-our-lives/11051/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/american-masters-holly-near-singing-for-our-lives-holly-near-on-the-story-behind-singing-for-our-lives/11051/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwBwJ4W2IGs

