Music of Turkey Ensemble
May 29 2026 Concert Notes, prepared by Münir Beken:

Performers:
Münir Beken (director-ud-voice)
Idris Ersan Küçük (visiting artist-kabak kemâne-Black Sea kemençe)
Mikey Aboutboul (ney-voice)
Dean Antonio (ud-voice)
Mia Flaieh(darbuka, daire, def)
Tony Italia (ud)
Ian Price (kanun-davul) 
Kethan Raman (kanun)
Dylan Rodgers (ud)
Isaac Warren (violin)

Program:
Turkish Art Music
Taksim (solo improvisation) Münir Beken
Rast Yürük Semai “Gelse o şuh meclise” (by Hafız Post 1630?-1694)
Rast Şarkı “Yüzündür cihanı münevver eden” (by İsmail Dede Efendi 1778-1846)
Rast Kârçe “Gül yüzünde göreli” (by M. Nurettin Selçuk 1900-1981)
Rast Şarkı “Yine bir gül nihâl” (by İsmail Dede Efendi 1778-1846)

Urban Songs from Turkey and Greece
Müşterek Taksim (joint improvisation by D. Antonio, T. Italia, and D. Rodgers)
Şehnaz Buselik Şarkı “Yolun bulamam” (by Denizlioğlu Ali Bey ?-1860)
Nihavend Şarkı “Hatırla sevgili o mesut geceyi” (by Muhlis Sabahattin Ezgi 1889-1947)
Nihavend Türkü “Üsküdara gider iken” (Anonymous)
Greek version “από την Αθήνα (Apo tin athina)” (Anonymous)

Music from Black Sea Region
(performed by Idris Ersan Küçük solo on Black Sea kemençe and Ian Price on davul)
Yol Havası 
Suite: Horon Kurma, Sallama, Sıksara
… 
More Urban Songs
Hüzzam Şarkı “Düriyemin güğümleri kalaylı” (Ananomous)
Hüzzam Şarkı “Arabaya taş koydum” (Ananomous)


Münir Beken is a composer, performer, conductor, and scholar. He has created a variety of compositions, including chamber music, symphonies, concertos, ballet and movie scores, which have earned him multiple awards. His Triple Concerto, featuring renowned violinist Shlomo Mintz, was particularly notable. Carnegie Hall hosted the world premiere of his Blue Monologue. The Czech Philharmonic Orchestra recorded his piece "I Am a Corpse" for violin and orchestra. Los Angeles-based Pacific Serenades commissioned his work Memories of a Shoehorn and the Issa Sonus Chamber Music Ensemble dedicated an entire album to his compositions. The Bayerische Kammerphilharmonie Orchestra in Munich performed the world premiere of his piece Memorias Liminal. His music has been published by Isuku Verlag in Germany, Pacific Serenades in the USA, and Amplitude Music in France. Neal Stulberg and the Los Angeles Chamber Philharmonic recorded Beken's chamber orchestral compositions, which include the Double Concerto for two Violins and Orchestra: Conflict Resolution, Waiting for Godot, Morning on the Other Side, and Memorias Liminal. Beken is a member of ASCAP. In addition to his role as a conductor of the Siena Chamber Orchestra in New York, he was also a founding member of the State Turkish Music Ensemble in Istanbul. As a soloist on the ud, a stringed instrument, he recorded a solo CD with Rounder Records and performed concerts throughout the United States. Beken's scholarly work focuses on modal theory, musical globalization, and the phenomenology of music. He has authored articles for The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians and other scholarly publications. Currently, Beken is a professor of world music theory and composition, and the director of the Music of Turkey Ensemble at the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA).

Idris Ersan Küçük was born in 1984 in Trabzon, Türkiye. He graduated from Ege University State Turkish Music Conservatory, Turkish Folk Dance Department, in 2009, and later completed graduate studies in Turkish Folk Dance at the same institution. Between 2011 and 2013, he conducted fieldwork in Giresun Province, focusing on public dances and the “Turkish Folk Dance Master’s Program” at Ege University Social Sciences Institute. His research has been published in journals, including Ethnochoreological Evaluation of Giresun Caucasian Dances and in the book The Advanced Ethnochoreology.
Küçük has presented and taught internationally in France, Tunisia, and Italy, including lectures at the University of Nice Sophia Antipolis, Paris 8 University, and the French Institute in Tunis. In 2018, he received the French Embassy Scholarship in Paris, where he conducted archival research at the Centre des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS). He completed his doctorate at Ege University in 2019 with a dissertation on the historical methodology of the Horon dance tradition in Türkiye.
Currently, Küçük is a Visiting Scholar in the World Arts and Cultures/Dance Department at UCLA. He serves as an Assistant Professor at Ege University Turkish Music State Conservatory in the Turkish Folk Dance Department. His research focuses on ethnochoreology, dance history, and the cultural traditions of the Black Sea region.

